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U.S. House of Representative:
The Honorable (full name)
(Room #) (Name) House Office Building	
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515


Dear Representative (insert name):

We are pleased to share with you that our organization, __________, was awarded a 21st Century Community Learning Center (21st CCLC) grant. The grant has a five-year lifecycle, and we will use that funding to provide supports and services to students and families are ______________________ (list of schools you work with). We look forward to continuing and expanding our work with children and families in _______________ (your community). 

There are, however, a couple of challenges with the way the state has decided to structure the funding for this grant. 

First, ISBE will be funding the FY15 cohort grantees at 90% of the original funding requests. While we appreciate that this is a way to fund a larger number of applications it also means that we (and other grantees) will need to amend our plans and goals, and serve fewer children and families. 

Second, the grant announcements were late in coming, and so grants that should have started with the fiscal year, on July 1st are starting now instead. There are challenges and inefficiencies inherent in trying to utilize a full year’s funding in impactful ways in only seven months. 

The good news is that ISBE can solve these problems. Federal 21st CCLC guidance allows for states to make decisions about carrying over funds. This flexibility means that ISBE could set the FY15 grant levels at 50-60% of the total requested funding, and re-allocated the remaining funds over the next four years of the grant to bring the FY16-19 funding levels up to 100% of requested funding. 

Shifting the funding structure in this way would ameliorate the challenges grantees face trying to effectively and appropriately use the full FY15 funding in seven months. It would also set funding for the remainder of the grant lifecycle at levels that will enable grantees to implement programs as proposed. 

[Insert a story about your community school. Special programs you offer, unique needs of families you’re meeting, and outcomes]

We have respectfully asked ISBE to consider the above proposal to maximize the use of 21st CCLC funds and to enable grantees to implement programs as they were crafted in their original proposals. We are asking for your support on this issue with ISBE, as well.  The changes we are recommending will enable us to serve ________ (numbers of students and families you proposed serving) students and families in our community in the most efficient and impactful way.  

Sincerely,

(Insert name and address)
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